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MINISTER FOR STATE DEVELOPMENT AND MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE AND FOOD — 
CHINA VISIT 

Statement by Minister for State Development 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for State Development) [12.03 pm]: It is with great pleasure 
that I stand today to provide the house with an overview of my official visit to China last month. The 
Minister for Agriculture and Food—the member for Alfred Cove—and I travelled to Ningbo and Beijing from 
4 July to 8 July. The Minister for Agriculture and Food then continued on to the Hainan Province. The purpose 
of the visit was to promote Western Australian trade and investment opportunities in China. 

China has been Western Australia’s largest trading partner and export market since 2007 with total trade of 
$60 billion in 2014–15. This visit was my first to China since taking on the State Development and 
Innovation portfolios, and it was also the Minister for Agriculture and Food’s first visit since taking on his 
new portfolio. 

Our discussions with Chinese government officials and businesses focused on recent developments, including 
the work to establish live cattle trade and the China–Australia Free Trade Agreement. We visited the 
Port of Ningbo in China’s east, which receives one-third of our state’s iron ore exports and has the capacity to 
handle live cattle exports from Western Australia. In Beijing, the Ministry of Commerce gave us an overview of 
the Chinese leadership’s new economic focus in sectors such as services, research and development and 
innovation. During our meeting with the state-owned Assets Supervision and Administration Commission, or 
SASAC, Secretary General Yan Xiaofeng spoke highly of the long-standing relationship between SASAC and 
Western Australia. 

In 2015–16, China became Australia’s largest export market for agriculture, forestry and fisheries, highlighting 
the opportunities that exist to for Western Australian food producers. While in Beijing, we met with the 
China Supply and Marketing Agricultural Production Wholesale Market Co Ltd, which is tasked by the Chinese 
government to source live cattle exports from Western Australia, and China’s Ministry of Agriculture. We were 
honoured to meet with three major investors in Western Australia’s resources sector—CITIC Group, PetroChina 
and the China National Offshore Oil Corporation or CNOOC—and discuss their respective investments and 
future plans. 

This visit has served to reinforce the importance of the relationship between China and Western Australia and 
has provided valuable insight into new opportunities to diversify and grow our bilateral trade. I table a copy of 
my visit itinerary. 

[See paper 4437.] 
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